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Richard Lee (({“/7 ? Artis was born to

Fred Artis and Bettie Ann Guess-Artis on August 19, 1947, in
Wilson County, North Carolina. He was peacefully escorted to his
heavenly home on Sunday, April 24, 2022. Reared in Wilson, Frog
received his formative education from the Wilson County Public
School System where he attended C. H. Darden High School in
Wilson, NC and Fredrick Douglas High School in Elm City, NC.
With a desire to serve his country, he enlisted into the United States
Air Force where he served his country with dignity and pride. After
the military, he worked in Washington, DC in D.C Protective
Service for thirty years, where he retired in 2002. After relocating
back to Wilson, he gained employment with the Wilson Community
Health Center as a security guard until his health failed.

Realizing a need for spiritual guidance in his life, he was baptized
and became a faithful member of Wilson Chapel F. W. B. Church
where he worshipped, served, and carried out the spirit of God’s

word. Froq was « @é‘ to- é mf/\ He was funny, witty and

a sharp dresser. He always looked forward to spending time with
family and friends at his annual alumni weekend barbeque. He
especially enjoyed all the enjoyable times spent with his
grandchildren.

Frog was proceeded in death by his parents, Bettie Ann
Guess-Artis, Fred Artis and his stepmother, Nona Bell
Artis; one son, Darrell C. Artis; and one sister, Betty
Joyce Artis- Murphy.

He leaves loving memories to his son, Derrick Jerome
English (Sharon Speight-English) of Norfolk, Virginia,
two brothers, Gregory E. Artis (Vickie Artis) of New
Castle, Delaware and Navarro Artis of Silver Springs,
Maryland; three grandchildren, Brandon Jerome
Edmundson (LaCrysha Edmundson) of Knightdale, NC
Dherrian TruShar’a “Heavy” English of Raleigh, NC,
and Tanisha Tamia Barnes of Charlotte, NC, two great-
grandsons, Christian and Chase Edmundson of
Knightdale, NC; special nieces, Sharon Denise
Pratcher, Valarie Lynette Murphy, and Marcelle
Elizabeth Putmaw(Leon Putmaw) of Cleveland, Ohio
and Rasa Turner of Princess Anne, Maryland,; two
nephews, Ralph Frederick Murphy, Sr. of Cleveland,
Ohio and Gregory D. Artis of New Castle, Delaware; a
longtime close friend, Congressman G.K Butterfield of
Wilson, NC; special loved ones, Alice Artis, Vonda
George and Wilma Artis; special friends, Robert
Woodard and Shirlenna Taylor; a host of many other
family and friends




