Russell Raymond Waldorf (Axeman), aged 71, passed
away on April 13, 2024 in Billings, Montana. He was a
. { beloved father, husband, and friend who will be deeply
| missed by all who knew him.

1 Russ was born on June 22, 1952 in Perham, Minnesota,
to his parents Joseph and Bernice, brother Kenneth,
Robert and James and sisters JoAnne, Gerry and Mary,
living on a farm outside of Dent, Minnesota.

After Graduation from high school, Russ was drafted into the United States
military, where he served for four years in the Army. After his military service, Russ
attended the North Dakota State School of Science, Diesel Technology
certification program, and became a diesel mechanic at Butler Machinery in Fargo,
North Dakota. Russ later decided to pursue further education by moving to
International Falls, Minnesota, and attending Rainy River Community College,
where he graduated in 1992, Phi Theta Kappa honor society.

Russ started his professional career with Voyageurs National Park in 1991, part
time as a seasonal employee while he continued working toward his degree from
Rainy River. After several seasonal years, Russ was offered a full-time position with
Voyageur National Park as a maintenance supervisor. While serving in his position
as a maintenance supervisor, Russ enjoyed supervising teams that would make and
maintaining new hiking trails, developing and maintaining camping sites, and
grooming snowmobile trails across the lakes and portages of the park. Russ
frequently told stories of workplace adventures, summer seasonal friendships, and
experiences he had while driving a tour boat both on Kabetogama and Rainy
Lakes. Fun fact, Russ was a licensed ship, Captain. Russ also enjoyed an annual
fishing trip to Canada with his son, brother-in-law, and nephews.

After 23 years of outstanding service, Russ retired from working at Voyageur
National Park in 2014. Throughout his career with the park service, Russ was
known for his hard work, dedication, and passion for helping others. Russ met his
loving wife, Lisa, while living at KKabetogama Lake, and they were later married at
the Methodist Church on the Lake, on September 22, 2012. After retiring from the
Voyageur National Park, Russ and Lisa traveled to various states around the United
States and ended up buying a home back in Minnesota on Star Lake.

Russ was a devoted father and husband, he loved spending time with his wife,
children, grandchildren, and great grandchildren at Marion Lake. Russ spent time
with his loved ones by playing games, sharing stories, going fishing, and sitting by
the campfire. Russ was always there to offer guidance, support and encouragement,
no matter what challenges were faced.

In his free time, Russ enjoyed riding his Harley Davidson, ice fishing, and walks
with Lisa. Russ also took great pride in his yard and upkeep of his lovely home on
Star Lake.

Russ is survived by his loving wife, Lisa; children, Samantha, James, and Cole;
grandchildren, Haley, Nelson, Adrianna, Lillian; great grandchildren, Phoebe,
Charlotte, Theodore, Franklin Russell; sister, Mary; many nieces, nephews; and the
family cat Prism. His memory will be cherished by all who knew him.

Russell R. Waldorf

June 22, 1952 ~ April 13, 2024
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FOR EVERYTHING THERE Is A JECAS O,

AND A TIME FOR EVERY PURPOSE UNDER HEAVEN:
A TIME TO BE BORN,
AND A TIME TO DIE;
A TIME TO PLANT,
AND A TIME TO PLUCK UP THAT WHICH IS PLANTED;
A TIME TO KILL,
AND A TIME TO HEAL; A TIME TO BREAK DOWN,

AND A TIME TO BUILD UFR
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AND A TIME TO LAUGH;
A TIME TO MOURN, AND A TIME TO DANCE;
A TIME TO CAST AWAY STONES,
AND A TIME TO GATHER STONES TOGETHER;
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AND A TIME TO REFRAIN FROM EMBRACING;
A TIME TO SEEK, AND A TIME TO LOSE;
A TIME TO KEEP, AND A TIME TO CAST AWAY;
A TIME TO REND, AND A TIME TO SEW;
A TIME TO KEEP SILENCE, AND A TIME TO SPEAK;

A TIME TO LOVE, AND A TIME TO HATE;
A TIME FOR WAR, AND A TIME FOR eace

- ECCLESIASTES 3:1-8

Celebrating the Life of

Russell Raymond Waldorf

Saturday, June 1, 2024 at 4:00 p.m.

Dent United Methodist Church ~ Dent, Minnesota

Officiated By: Pastor Joyce Slostad

Musicians: Kristy Hegrenes ~ Rick Fiedler ~ Jane Wasvick

Urn Bearer : Cole Hennen Wrabek

Military Honors Provided by: Dent American Legion -~ Perham VFW

Minnesota National Guard Honor Guard

Welcome Pastor Joyce Slostad

Call to Worship

Hymn “Amazing Grace” UMH #378
Led by Rick Fiedler

Unison Prayer

Sharing of Memories

Special Music “On Eagle’s Wings” Kristy Hegrenes

Reading of Scripture
Message of Hope
Commendation

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Lord’s Prayer

“Blessed Assurance”

Sending Hymn
Military Honors

Pastor Joyce Slostad

UMH #369




