
 

 IN LOVING MEMORY OF  
 

Mary Carol Peterson 
 

Memorial Service 
Monday, May 2, 2022 - 2:00 p.m. 

 Trinity Lutheran Church 
 Pelican Rapids, Minnesota 

 

Clergy  
Allen Westby, S.A.M. 

 

Remembrances  
Pastor Edward Anderson 

 

Music 
Organist - Vicki Johnson 

– Congregational Hymns – 

“Lift High The Cross”   
“On Eagle’s Wings”  

“How Great Thou Art”    
 

Soloist - Susie Johnson 
“Amazing Grace, My Chains Are Gone”   

 

Honorary Pallbearers 
Mary Carol’s Grandchildren 

 

Interment at a Later Date 
Lake View Cemetery 

Pelican Rapids, Minnesota 
 

 Mary Carol’s family gratefully acknowledges your  
attendance and many kind expressions of sympathy during 
their time of loss and invite you to join them for lunch and 

fellowship following the service. 
 

 
Arrangements by  

 Larson Funeral  Home  
304 3rd Street S.E., Pelican Rapids, Minnesota 

MOM 
 

She was a strawberry shake 
Sweet and joyful 

She was a pastel pallet  
Beautiful and kind 

She was the sun shining on a garden 
Shining down and spreading love 

She is in every rolling hill, 
Every banana split, 

Every snowfall 
She is with us always  

 

Written by Megan Hassing 



REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF… 
Mary Carol Peterson, aged 85, passed away on April 24, 2022 in Buffalo,     
Minnesota with family at her bedside. She was born in Minneapolis on         
December 5, 1936, the first child of Julia Johnson and Harold Sorensen. Her 
youth was spent in Minneapolis, and she enjoyed many summers on her      
Danish-immigrant grandparents’ farm near Tyler, Minnesota. At age seven, 
Mary Carol contracted polio and credited her ability to walk to Sister Kenny, 
who treated Mary Carol firsthand, at the Minneapolis Sister Kenny Institute. 
Mary Carol was raised with an appreciation for art. While recovering from   
polio, she spent hours painting.  She later attended classes at the Minneapolis 
Institute of Art, and she graduated from high school in Minneapolis. 
 

On June 24, 1961 Mary Carol married the love of her life, Gary Peterson, in 
Minneapolis and soon settled near his hometown of Pelican Rapids with her two 
young daughters, Julie and Cynthia. Together, they built a good life for their 
family in Pelican Rapids, as Gary gradually assumed the duties of publisher at 
the Pelican Rapids Press. For several years, Mary Carol wrote the closely    
followed “Local News,” a summary of social occasions among Pelican-area 
families. She was the first car saleswoman in Ottertail County, working at a 
dealership in Pelican. 
 

Mary Carol and Gary raised four children together in Pelican Rapids. When the 
children were older, she pursued her passion for art full time. She won          
numerous awards from many juried art shows and was a member of the Gallery 
4 artists’ cooperative based in Fargo. Her pastel paintings captured scenes of the 
local countryside and were featured on Courage Cards, Northwest Airlines’ first
-class menu, and Smead Corporation’s Christmas card. She also had a passion 
for drawing historic family homes and famous scenes around Pelican Rapids, 
painting her grandchildren and their pets, and creating mixed-media decorative 
objects. Through her friendships with artists and involvement in regional      
galleries, she volunteered with young artists to help advance their careers,     
including Star Wallowing Bull and others. 
 

Her passion for the arts deeply influenced the family’s home, which was truly 
filled with beautiful art and books. Mary Carol and Gary shared a love of      
theater, art galleries, and classical music, and introduced their children to all of 
these art forms and more. She also had a lifelong passion for gardening, from 
her tomatoes and raspberries to the many ornate flower beds she tended around 
the family home. Summertime visitors could count on a guided tour of the    
gardens, and any time of year was ripe for sharing coffee, cookies, and her latest 
works of art. 
 

Mary Carol was preceded in death by her beloved husband, Gary, and daughter, 
Cynthia Peterson. She is survived by her sister Janet Boyle and husband Larry, 
Lakeville, Minnesota; her brother Bruce Baskin and wife Julie, Shakopee,   
Minnesota; and children Julie Barsness, Roseau, Minnesota; Sarah Norton and 
husband Richard, St. Michael, Minnesota; and Gary Peterson and wife Randi 
Buckley, Pacific Grove, California. She is also survived by eight grandchildren, 
four great-grandchildren, and many nieces, nephews, and cousins.  

 

Blessed Be The Memory Of Mary Carol Peterson 


