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As We Gather 

Today we gather as those who are waiting. Most of us would say 

that we are waiting for much more: relief, extended comfort or 

assurance, and a reunion. Christmas is a happy time of gifts and 

gathering. But it’s also a time of sadness as, for some, memories 

bring back the pain of loss. Tonight’s service is a simple format 

reminding us that at Christmas, God fulfills His promise to come 

to you in the midst of your pain and hurt. Jesus is born to be 

with you, to comfort you, and ultimately to give hope in the 

promise of eternal life. 

Hymn   “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 

O come all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant 

O come ye, o come ye to Bethlehem 

Come and behold Him, Born the King of angels 

Refrain: 

O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him 

O come let us adore Him Christ the Lord 

The highest, most holy, light of light eternal, 

born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; 

Son of the Father now in flesh appearing! 

Refrain 

Sing choirs of angels Sing in exaltation 

Sing all ye citizens of heav’n above 

Glory to God In the highest 

Refrain 

Yea Lord we greet thee 

born this happy morning Jesus to Thee be glory giv’n 

Word of the Father Now in flesh appearing 

Refrain 

The Consoling Dove 

When we lose a loved one, we embark on a sometimes  

challenging path of bereavement. We hold onto our memories of 

that person for comfort and solace. Those memories are cherished 

and give us the strength to accept what we may not always  

understand. 

The Consoling Dove was designed as a lapel pin of remembrance, 

to help keep our fond recollections of a deceased loved one close 

to our hearts. We have created an ornament for you with the  

Consoling Dove pin and your loved one’s picture. Should you 

need additional ornaments for your family, please request them 

by calling or emailing us. 

It is our hope that this service has provided you with greater 

strength to help you cope with your grief as you face this holiday 

season. Please feel free to call upon us if you are in need of  

further support. 
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Message            Chaplain McKay Ness  

 

Special Music               “O Holy Night”  Bre Stillman 

     

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

"Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the  

kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen” 

 

Candle Lighting Ceremony 

We have gathered here to remember those who graced our 

lives and have died this past year. The loss of a loved one may 

cause the holidays to be a trying time. 

Emotions, such as depression, fear, anger, and guilt can often 

cloud our minds and cause hardship. As we light these four 

candles in remembrance of our loved ones, let us focus on each 

emotion and on the light they brought into our lives. 

People:  Receive us, heal us, comfort us  

 

Benediction 

 

Closing Hymn  “Silent Night, Holy Night” 

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright. Round yon 

virgin mother and child. Holy infant, so tender and mild. Sleep 

in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight; Glories 

stream from heaven afar, heavenly host sing, Alleluia! Christ, 

the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior is born! 

Silent night, holy night. Son of God, love’s pure light. Radiant 

beams from your holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at your birth, Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 



 

Lighting of the First Candle 

Leader: This candle represents our grief. The pain of 

  losing you is intense. 

People:  It reminds us of the depth of our love for you. 

 
Lighting of the Second Candle 

Leader: This candle represents our courage. 

People:  To confront our sorrow, to comfort each  

  other, and to go forth with our lives. 

 
Lighting of the Third Candle 

Leader: This light is in your memory. 

People:  The times we laughed, the times we cried, 

  the times we were angry with you, the silly 

  things  you did, the caring, the love, and the 

  joy you gave us. 

 
Lighting of the Fourth Candle 

Leader: This light is the light of love as we enter this 

  holiday season; day by day we cherish the 

  special place in our hearts that will always be 

  reserved for you. 

People:  We thank you for the gift your living brought 

  to each of us. 

People:  Come, God, and fill us with peace. 

Michael Harris  

Leroy Brown  

Dennis Johnson  

MaryJo McGuire  

Neil Delaney 

Gregory Anderson  

Emilie Glander 

Jon Sandness 

Kenneth Loerzel  

Jane Griep   

Julianne Quiram   

Amber Shaw  

 

Ardith Kienholz  

Doretta Olson   

David Kundo  

Dennis Drummond  

Sylvia Ramsay  

James Szarke  

Hudson Shipman  

Margaret Mattfeld 

Barbara Rasmussen  

Randall Grover   

Dana Andrews  

Clarence Siebels  

Theodore Guck   

Eloise Schultes 

Marcene Doll 

Mark VandenBerghe 

Catherine Begandy  

Judy Hangartner  

David Powell  

Eleanor Rader 

James Ellingson  

Robert Larson  

Henry Bleichner  

Sandra Lein 

 

In Memory 

People:  Come to us, God of hope. 

Lowell Whitney 

Jolene Lubitz  

Irene Love  

Dennis White  

Adeline Dykhoff 

Mary Helen  

Holliman  

Noemi Gonzalez 

Joseph Hofmann 

Joan Thalmann 

Joyce Brasel  

Larry Brasel  

LeRoy Atkinson  

David Kratzke 

James Limmer 

Bruce Halverson Jr.  

Robert Hofmann 

Steven Huwe  

Kathleen Sautter 

Gary Hartwig 

Norbert Ditterick 

Craig Bruns  

Ruby Melgard  

Allen Colligan  

Lenore Silbernagel  

Terrie Menze  

Janet Nermoe  

Yolanda Butenas  

Howard Manteuffel 

Joanne Diederich   

Raymond Schmitz 

Mark Borth  

Maureen Bergum  

Sally Limanen 

Allan Stigman 

Jean Schmidt  

Mary Alvarez 

Paul Sturdevant  

 Barry Marthaler  


