
In Memory Of

Valerie Ann Smischny
March 30, 1932 - August 15, 2023

N O G M O Y OF 

Valerie Ann Smischny
FUNERAL SERVICE

Friday, August 25, 2023-11:00 a.m.
St. Leonard Catholic Church

Pelican Rapids, Minnesota

CLERGY
Father Jeff Ethan

Deacon Joe Hilber

MUSIC
Organist-Greta Johnson

St. Leonard Catholic Church Choir
– Congregational Hymns –

“Be Not Afraid”  
“Shepherd Me, O God”  

“I Have Loved You”  
“Softly and Tenderly, Jesus Is Calling”  

"On Eagle's Wings”
"Amazing Grace, My Chains Are Gone”   

PALLBEARERS
Rick Smischny, Ron Smischny, Tim Smischny 
Matt Smischny, Andy Metzler, Jeff Smischny

Nick DeGeest, Kooper DeGeest, Colton Bergquist 
Kase Scherer

INTERMENT
St. Leonard Catholic Cemetery

Pelican Rapids, Minnesota
Valerie’s family gratefully acknowledges your 

attendance and many kind expressions of sympathy 
during their time of loss and invite you to join them for 

lunch and fellowship following the service.



Valerie was born March 30, 1932, in Fort Scott, KS, to 
James Wheeler and Marie E. (Hergenreder) McKee.  
She was baptized and confirmed in Fort Scott, KS. 
where she attended elementary school. At the 
beginning of high school, she moved with her family 
to Chipeta Park, CO. It was there that Val met Dean 
Smischny, who would soon become the love of her 
life. She attended Manitou Springs High School, 
graduating in 1950. After high school, she attended 
college at Fort Collins, CO A&M before joining Dean 
in Nagoya, Japan where he was stationed in the Air 
Force. They married on October 12, 1952.

In 1956, Val and Dean moved with their two children 
to Colorado. As their family grew from two children to 
eight children, she continued to stay actively involved 
in all her children’s interests and activities. Valerie’s 
life centered around supporting her husband and her 
family, which continued until her last breath. She was 
selfless with her time, her love and support; always 
making time to listen and share loving pearls of 
wisdom. She supported each child by being involved 
in PTA events, ballet recitals, piano lessons, Boy 
Scouts, Campfire Girls, Arapahoe Rescue Patrol, choir 
and various school and sports events.

Val loved children, so when the youngest daughter was 
in preschool, Val returned to college. She attended 
Arapahoe Community College in Littleton, CO where 
she earned a degree in early childhood education. 
Known for her ability to work with children, she then 
went on to start her own preschool in Englewood, 
Colorado and taught until the late 1990’s.

From the time Val was two, she spent her summers at 
Lake Lida in Pelican Rapids, MN with her parents, 

friends from Fort Scott, and later with her own family. 
In 2007, Val and Dean decided to make Pelican Rapids 
their permanent home.

Val loved a good visit and a hot cup of coffee. If you 
stopped by the house you would hear, “Let me get you 
a cup of coffee, a cookie and let’s visit.’ (There were 
always homemade cookies in the cookie jar for the 
grandkids.) If you called on the phone, you might 
endure a short pause and then hear Val saying, “Let me 
pour myself some hot coffee”, and then “let’s talk.”

Val’s faith was at the center of her life. She was a 
devout Catholic. She served the church as a member of 
The Alter and Rosary Society at All Souls Catholic 
Church in Englewood, CO, and was an active member 
of St. Leonard Catholic Church, Pelican Rapids, MN.

Valerie Ann (McKee) Smischny, age 91, of Pelican 
Rapids, MN, passed peacefully on Tuesday, August 15, 
2023, at her residence with her loving family by her 
side.

She is survived by her children: Rick (Roberta) 
Smischny, Deana Mosby, Suzanne Smischny, Ron 
(Lyn) Smischny, Denise Smischny, Tim (Stacy) 
Smischny, Matt (Holly) Smischny, Ann Bergquist; 
grandchildren: Jeff Smischny, Andy Metzler, Katie 
Scherer, Shannon Beck, Andrea (Nick) Tye, Sara 
Smischny, Nick (Jamie) DeGeest, Tiffany (Jeremy) 
Rivers, Weston (Tiffany) Smischny, Jennafer (Dave) 
Clancy, Greg Smischny, Alex Smischny, Rebecca 
Lemke, Josie Bergquist, Colton Bergquist, and 13 
great-grandchildren.

She is preceded in death by her parents and her 
husband, Dean.


