OBITUARY

Ronald Williams Mertes, also known as ‘Ron’, ‘Ronaldo’, and ‘The Legend’, passed away on
June 11, 2026 (age 87), surrounded by his family. He was born on September 2, 1838, to Jacob
and Leona (Homan) Mertes in Breckenridge, MN. He grew up in Mantador, ND, and attended
high school in Hankinson, ND. Upon graduation, he joined the Air Force, where he served for
six years before being honorably discharged. He then moved to Baker, MN, where he met his
wife, Sandra ‘Sandy’ Marle Mertes (Klein). They married on October 5, 1874, raised two sons,
David Klein and Daniel Mertes, and enjoyed 51 years of marriage.

Ron was full of life and had the uncanny ability to light up any room he walked into. If he
failed to regale you with a lifetime full of stories, he was able to capture anyone's attention
with his wit and enthusiasm to have any type of conversation. He was a devout Catholic who
donated much of his time mowing lawn at the cemetery and serving with the Knights of
Columbus at fundraising events. He also loved tending his garden and feeding the birds. When
he was unable to do so, he enlisted his sons to make sure no bird went hungry in his absence.

Ron was a hardworking, moral, and purpose-driven man. He served our country, his
community, and his local wildlife critters.

But Ron’s greatest legacy was his family. He loved his wife and two sons. His proudest
accomplishment was his grandson, Jacob (Jake) Mertes. Those two were partners in crime
from the moment Jake was born. Whether they drove around on the lawn mower, shot BB
guns, or Ron just threw the harness designed for David's St. Bernard ‘Meat’ over his shoulder
to pull Jake around on a sled, they were always togsther. In fact, that is whers he got his
name, ‘The Legend. He was so involved in his sons’ and grandson’s lives that their friends
affectionately continued calling him that nickname over multiple generations.

Ron will be deeply missed. Above all, his family and friends will miss his sense of humor.
He was sassy and quick-tongued, but he was also kind, fair, and always willing to lend a
helping hand, either physically or through compassionate advice.

Ron was preceded in death by his parents, Jacob and Leona Mertes; his twin brother,
Donald (Ann) Mertes; his sister, Rosemary Mertes; his brather-in-law, Don Fugers; and his
sister-in-law, Elizabeth Mertes.

Ron is survived by his wife, Sandy Mertes; his sisters Donna Fugere, Pat (Charlie) Orn,
Rita Mertes, and Jeri Bean (Gordy Gampbell); his brother, James Mertes Sr.; his sons, David
Klein and Daniel Mertes; his grandson, Jacob Mertes (Kailey Boman); his great-grandson,
Miller Mertes; and his trusty dog, Chloe, who went everywhere with him.

May His Memory Be Blessed
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Thank you

We thank you for being here with us

and for showing your love and sympathy.

Your support is welcome during this difficult time.

- The Mertes Family

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

RONALD W. MERTES

Saturday, June 20, 2026, 11:00 AM

ASSUMPTION CATHOLIC CHURCH
307 FRONT ST N, BARNESVILLE, MN

OFFICIATING
Fr. Todd Arends

MUSIC
Marcia Dilbeck - Organist
Linda Huot - Cantor

CONGREGATIONAL HYMNS
Opening: "Amazing Grace" #650
Responsorial Psalm: "The Lord is My Light" #42
Communion: "I Am The Bread of Life" #950
Closing Hymn: "How Great Thou Art" #578

MILITARY HONORS
Barnesville Honor Guard:
VFW Post #4628, American Legion Post #153
Grand Forks Air Force Base Honor Guard

INURNMENT (at a later date)
Ronald will be laid to rest in his hometown.

Arrangements Entrusted To:
Dobmeier Funeral Home, Barnesville, MN
www.dobmeierfuneralhome.com



