
Terry Alan Karkela, age 69, beloved husband, father, grandpa and friend 

passed away Saturday, March 9, 2024 after a seven-year courageous battle 

with Frontotemporal Dementia. 

Terry was born July 7, 1954 in Wadena, MN to Howard and Joyce (Roeske) 

Karkela. Terry grew up on a farm in Sebeka, MN with his three siblings.  

Terry attended Sebeka High School, then furthered his education at the 

University of Minnesota later graduating from U of MN Law School. 

Soon after law school, Terry moved to Perham to begin his practice of law. 

During this time, he met Mary McDonald and they were wed on April 3, 

1982 and were blessed with two wonderful daughters, Katie and Holly. He 

cherished his time with his daughters, actively participating in their  

activities. In 1996, they moved to Little Pine Lake which was one of Terry’s  

lifelong dreams. Some of his favorite memories were times on the water 

with his family. He treasured hunting with Katie, golfing with Holly, and 

traveling with Mary. He was blessed with four grandchildren: Mia, Ava,  

Colton, and Hudson who affectionately knew him as Papa. 

Terry loved serving the Perham community. Up until 2017, he was an active 

member of many community boards and committees and also served as 

mayor for six years. Along with his partners, he successfully managed 

Karkela, Hunt & Cheshire Law Firm. He was an active member of the  

Minnesota State Bar Association for the Real Property Section. He was 

elected into the American College of Real Estate Lawyers in 2011 after  

being nationally recognized as a premiere real estate attorney as well as 

being selected as one of Minnesota’s Super Lawyers for several years in a 

row. 

Terry is survived by his caring wife Mary; daughters Katie (Doug) Hoffman 

and Holly (Seth) Rooney; four grandchildren Mia (8), Ava (5), and Colton (1) 

Hoffman and Hudson (1) Rooney; his mother Joyce Karkela; sister Gail 

(Dave) Silver; brother Dave Karkela; along with nieces and nephews. 

Terry was preceded in death by his father Howard Karkela; his sister Kathy 

Cavanagh; and father and mother-in-law Robert and Alice McDonald. 

Memorial gifts may be given to Patriot Assistance Dogs in Detroit Lakes, MN 

or The Association for Frontotemporal Degeneration. 

Terry Alan Karkela  
July 7, 1954 -  March 9, 2024 



 

Funeral Service  

Monday, March 18, 2024 at 10:00 a.m. 

Calvary Lutheran Church   -  Perham, Minnesota 

Officiant 

Pastor Erin Bovendam 

Pastor Eric Clapp 

Accompanist 

Russ Bunker 

Soloist 

Dr. Rand Stolee 

Reader 

Marsha McDonald 

Eulogist 

Paul Hunt 

Musical Selections 

“You Raise Me Up” 

“On Eagle’s Wings 

“Jesus Loves Me” 

“Come, Thou Fount of  Every Blessing” 

“I’ll Fly Away”  

Casket Bearers 

Tim Paurus  -  Craig Allen 

Noel Larson  -  David Karkela 

Jarrod Silver  -  Blake Riewer 

Interment 

Calvary Memorial Cemetery  -  Perham, Minnesota 

 

“Strange, isn't it?  

Each man's life touches so 

many other lives. 

When he isn't around he 

leaves an awful hole,  

doesn't he?” 

  ― It's a Wonderful Life 


